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that LGBTQ Americans are treated
equally.

In more than half our Nation, LGBTQ
Americans can still be fired, denied
credit, and evicted from their home
simply based on who they are and
whom they love.

It happened to someone in my State.
He was a volleyball coach at a college
in Virginia. They had just finished
their most successful season when he
was fired without explanation.

Unfortunately, in Virginia, there are
no employment protections for being
LGBTQ, so he and his family moved to
Washington State where there are pro-
tections for LGBTQ workers, and they
are thriving.

Not everyone can just pack up and
leave, and they shouldn’t have to. That
is why we need to guarantee that
LGBTQ Americans have equal rights
and protections in all 50 States, no ex-
ceptions.

I urge the Senate to take action and
pass the Equality Act so all Americans
are treated equally.

——

HONORING OMAHA POLICE
OFFICER KERRIE OROZCO

(Mr. BACON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today during National Police Week to
ask my colleagues to support H.R. 2378,
the Kerrie Orozco First Responders
Family Act.

As we approach the 4-year anniver-
sary of Omaha Police Officer Kerrie
Orozco being killed in the line of duty,
this legislation will show our first re-
sponders that we care about them and
have their back.

The Kerrie Orozco First Responders
Family Act will amend the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to allow for
the surviving family members of a fall-
en U.S. citizen first responder to be
naturalized upon compliance with all
requirements, waiving any residency
waiting period. This bill is simply ex-
tending the privileges to first respond-
ers that current law affords to spouses
of U.S. military killed while serving
our country.

In 2015, Officer Orozco was Killed. Her
husband, Hector, was going through
the immigration process. His immigra-
tion status was put in jeopardy because
his wife made the ultimate sacrifice
protecting our community.

Every day, thousands of first re-
sponders leave loved ones to risk their
lives for our safety. They need to have
the peace of mind that if something
should happen to them, their loved
ones will be taken care of.

I look forward to working with
Democrats and Republicans alike to
protect our first responders and their
families by passing the Kerrie Orozco
First Responders Family Act.

It did pass unanimously last Con-
gress. We need to pass it again, get it
to the Senate, and get it done.
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RECOGNIZING CAPE MAY COUNTY
AS A COAST GUARD COMMUNITY

(Mr. VAN DREW asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate being allowed to speak to the
Members of the House.

On May 8, 2015, Coast Guard Com-
mandant Admiral Paul Zukunft pro-
claimed Cape May County a Coast
Guard Community, an honor claimed
by only 18 cities and only one other
county in the entire Nation.

The designation, which is confirmed
by the United States Coast Guard and
the United States Congress, is in rec-
ognition of a strong and special rela-
tionship between the people of Cape
May County and the local Coast Guard
personnel, making Coast Guard men
and women and their families feel a
sense of community in their home
away from home. It is an invaluable
contribution to morale and service ex-
cellence.

South Jersey is honored to have Cape
May and the Coast Guard as part of its
community.

Most of all, we should remember all
that they went through during the re-
cent shutdown. Our Coast Guard should
never have to suffer through that set of
circumstances ever again. That is why
we have sponsored legislation to pro-
tect our Coast Guard in the future.
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF
JASON DOMBKOWSKI

(Mr. BAIRD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize Jason Dombkowski, who
is retiring after 25 years of faithful
public service with the West Lafayette
Police Department. Jason has been the
Chief of Police at the department for 11
yvears, serving his fellow officers and
community with integrity and profes-
sionalism.

He received his master’s degree in
Technology, Leadership, and Innova-
tion from Purdue University, and has
completed the Indiana Law Enforce-
ment Academy, the FBI National Acad-
emy at Quantico, and the U.S. Secret
Service Dignitary Protection Pro-
grams, among others.

In addition to his remarkable career,
Jason remains a steadfast pillar in the
community, known for his commit-
ment, leadership, and service. He
serves on the YWCA board, and has
been a board member for the Red Cross,
Lafayette Crisis Center, the Lafayette
Catholic Diocese Bishop’s Review
Board.

He also volunteers with the ‘““Shop
With a Cop’’ program and coaches a
youth flag football team.

He and his wife, Cristie, have four
children, and reside in West Lafayette.
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Congratulations on your retirement,
Jason. I know you will continue to
serve our community well in your new
capacity, and I wish you the very best.

—————

ISSUES OF THE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CASE). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 3, 2019, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, we
heard a great deal of applause today
from all around the gallery when the
so-called Equality Act passed.

Equality, what it really means is
equality for some, but if you believe
the teachings of Moses and Jesus, then
you are not only not going to be treat-
ed equally, you are going to be per-
secuted, prosecuted, tied up in court.

You will have people try to destroy
not only you, but any religious institu-
tion that tries to faithfully follow the
teachings of Moses and Jesus.

So the Equality Act is a misnomer,
as is the statement that this means the
end of persecution.

Somehow, I hear Al Pacino in the
background when it comes to persecu-
tion, saying, Oh, I'm just getting start-
ed.

So I come before the House with a
broken heart, as someone who has
studied, loved history, studied history,
continues to read more history, con-
stantly.

This Nation is in big trouble. We
have gone from the days when—I guess
the Bible is still probably the most-
quoted book, year after year, in this
body, but somehow it often is used for
personal abuse or used without giving
real context and real meaning.

But above every door in the gallery is
the side profile of what were once con-
sidered the greatest lawgivers in all of
history. Some of us learned about the
code of Hammurabi. He is up there. The
Justinian Code is next to Hammurabi.

I think there are two or three Popes
that were considered great lawgivers.

Some wonder why Napoleon is up
there, but the Napoleonic code is still
the basis of law in Louisiana.

Jefferson wasn’t there during the
Constitution, but he helped with a
great many laws and, of course, did
most of the writing of the Declaration
of Independence. But there was much
in the Constitution, or a number of
things were based on some things that
Jefferson had already worked on.

But the only profile that is not a side
profile is that of Moses.

When Prime Minister Netanyahu
spoke last in here, from this podium
behind me, the second level—some peo-
ple wonder why the President, or peo-
ple like Netanyahu speak at the second
level and not the top level, and that is
because this is the people’s House. To
speak in here you must either be a
Member of Congress or have been in-
vited by the Congress to speak here.
That is why they are at the second
level.
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